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Vocabulary Definition 

Human 
Impact 

The activities by human beings can have a 
dramatic effect on the habitats of other living 
things. Pollution and global warming are 
destroying many natural habitats. 

Nocturnal Living things that are active at night. Many 
have special adaptations for this, such as 
bats. Opposite to diurnal [day time] living 
things 

Deciduous Plants that lose their leaves in the winter due 
to lack of light 

Evergreen Plants that keep their leaves all year around. 
They are often smaller, waxy or hairy. 

Migrate The movement of animals to a new location 
to find better conditions or more food. 

Hibernate When an animal goes into a winter-long deep 
sleep to avoid the harsh winter conditions. 

Change of State 
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Key 
Vocabulary 

Definition 

Inherit Gain genes and features from the previous 
generation [the parents] 

Purify Remove all chemicals bar one from a 
mixture. Pure salt can be purified from rock 
salt using filtering and evaporation. 

Solubility The measure of how much solute [solid] 
can dissolve within a solvent [liquid]. The 
solution becomes saturated when there are 
no more gaps for the solid to go into. 

Sound 
waves 

Sound waves can only travel along colliding 
particles. Sound waves travel fastest 
through solids as the particles are closer 
together 

Renewable 
Energy 

Energy sources, such as wind power and 
solar power, that will not run out and 
create less pollution 

Fossil Fuel Fuels, such as coal, oil and natural gas, that 
are formed from the remains of dead living 
things underground over the course of 
millions of years 
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Definition 

Hazard 
Symbol 

A warning label found on a hazardous chemical 

Corrosive Means this causes chemical burns 

Respiration The process of releasing energy from food 
particlse that occurs in all cells in structures 
called the mitochondria 

Aerobic This means ‘with air or oxygen’. Anaerobic means 
‘without air or oxygen’. 

Unicellular An organism composed of only one cell, like an 
amoeba. Can have animal and plant cell parts. 

Series 
Circuit 

A circuit where the components are all on a 
single route. 

Current It is the flow of electricity [electrons] that carry 
electrical energy. It is measured in Amps [or 
amperes (symbol A)] using an ammeter 

Voltage It is the measurement of electrical energy that 
the electricity [electrons] carries. In is measured 
in Volts [symbol V] using a voltmeter 



