


Year 8 Spring 1  
The Glorious Revolution & the Birth of Modern Britain 

Word Meaning 

Restoration The return of the monarchy in 1660 after the Civil War and Cromwell’s rule. 

Republic A country without a king or queen. 

Monarchy A system where a king or queen rules the country. 

Absolutism When a monarch has total power with no limits. 

Protestant A Christian who is not Catholic; the main religion in England at this time. 

Catholic A branch of Christianity led by the Pope; feared by many in England in the 1600s. 

Exile Being forced to leave your country. 

Succession The order in which monarchs inherit the throne. 

Bill of Rights (1689) A document that limited the monarch’s power and strengthened Parliament. 

Constitutional Monarchy A monarchy where the king/queen must obey laws and cannot rule alone. 

Democracy When people (through Parliament) have a say in how their country is run. 

 

 

       Did You Know? 
• Charles II brought back Maypoles, 

Christmas celebrations and theatre. 
• James II’s daughter Mary helped overthrow 

her own father. 
• The Glorious Revolution inspired the U.S. 

Constitution decades later. 
• Britain still uses the 1689 Bill of Rights 

today. 
•  

     Key People 
• Charles II – Restored as king in 1660; 

brought back entertainment and stability after 
Cromwell. 

• James II – His Catholic beliefs and attempts 
at absolutism caused a crisis. 

• William of Orange & Mary II – Invited to 
take the throne during the Glorious Revolution 
(1688). 

• Seven Bishops – Opposed James II’s religious 
policies. 

• John Locke – A philosopher whose ideas 
inspired the Bill of Rights. 

 

             Key Historical Skills 
Cause & Consequence 

• Why did Charles II return? 
• Why did James II lose the throne? 
• What caused the Glorious Revolution? 

Change & Continuity 
• How did power shift between 1660–1700? 
• What stayed the same? 

Using Evidence 
• Studying proclamations, letters, propaganda, 

paintings and the Bill of Rights. 
Interpretations 

• Was the Glorious Revolution truly “glorious”? 
• Was James II really a threat? 

         How Democratic Was Britain by 
1700? 
More democratic because: 

• Parliament held more power 
than the monarch. 

• Elections (though limited) 
became protected by law. 

• The monarch had to follow 
rules and could not act alone. 

But still not fully democratic: 
• Only wealthy men could vote. 
• Monarchs still had influence. 
• Many people had no political 

rights. 
•  

    PEEL Writing 
Reminder 
P – Point: Make a clear 
argument. 
E – Evidence: Give a 
fact, event or quote. 
E – Explain: Show how 
your evidence supports 
your point. 
L – Link: Connect back 
to the question. 
 


