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Key Vocabulary Definition 

Inherit Receive information from the previous generation. In most animals, this information is passed 
on in the egg from the mother and the sperm from the father. 

Variation The differences between living things 

Fossil An imprint of a living thing from millions of years found in rock. A living thing dies, gets buried 
by many layers of sediment, and eventually the hard parts [bones etc.] turn into minerals 

Human Impact The activities by human beings can have a dramatic effect on the habitats of other living 
things. Pollution and global warming are destroying many natural habitats . 

Charles Darwin Famous scientist who came up with the theory of Evolution. He first described the process of 
Natural Selection. 

Reversible 
Change 

A change to a material that can be done backwards. All changes of state [like melting and 
condensing] are reversible. Dissolving and mixing are also reversible. 

Irreversible 
Change 

A change to a material that cannot be done backwards. They always make a brand new 
material. Burning, cooking and making plaster are good examples.  

Mixture Materials that are jumbled up together but can be separated. 

Separation The way that mixtures can be split up into the parts that make them up. Examples include 
sieving, filtering, magnetism and evaporation. 
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Key Vocabulary Definition 

Chemical 
Reaction 

An irreversible change where particles change order and combination. A physical change does not change the 
order and combination of atoms, and can usually be easily reversed. Mass is not lost or gained in reactions. 

Oxidation The chemical reaction where oxygen combines with another element to form an oxide. Rusting is an example. 

Reflection When light off an object. The angle of incidence is always the same as the angle of incidence. 

Refraction The change in direction of light as it travels into a new transparent material, such as glass or water. 

Scatter When light reflects off an uneven surface in many directions 

Normal The line draw at 90o to the reflecting surface 

Contraception Methods used to prevent egg and sperm from joining. Some are physical like a condom, and some are chemical, 
like the contraceptive pill 

IVF In-vitro Fertilisation – where fertilisation is performed outside of the body using removed eggs and sperm. 

Contractions Muscular movements from the uterus which push the baby out when it is being born 

Asexual 
Reproduction 

Reproduction by a single parent to produce clones [identical copies]. Occurs very rapidly in microbes, but also in 
some plants and animals. As the clones are identical, a single disease can often wipe out a population. 
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Key Vocabulary Definition 

Resistance The electrical resistance of an object is a measure of its opposition to the flow of electric current. It can be 
calculated by dividing voltage by current, measured in Ohms [Ω]. 

Metal Most elements are metals. They are shiny, usually hard, good conductors of heat and electricity, malleable 
[bendable] and ductile [can be stretched]. Non-metals have opposite properties 

Reactivity Series The list of metal in terms of their relative reactivity. Potassium is the most reactive common metal, whereas 
gold is the least reactive common metal. 

Displacement 
Reaction 

A chemical reaction where a more reaction metal takes the place of a less reactive metal in a compound. Train 
tracks are welded together by reacting Aluminium with Iron Oxide in the Thermite Reaction. Aluminium 
displaces the iron and takes the Oxide. The left-over iron welds the train tracks together. 

Smelting A process where carbon [coal] is used to remove less reactive metals from rocks [called ores]. This is how iron 
was first removed from red rock. The carbon reacts with the other chemical in the ore, to leave the metal 
behind, which can be shaped in useful tools. 

Seed Dispersal The methods that plants use to spread their seeds to increase the chance of the seed finding suitable ground to 
grow away from the parent plant. These include using wind, water, animals and explosion. 



